I. Introduction
Th e World Water Council (WWC) is a United Nations Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)-affi liated non-governmental organization which is legally incorporated in Marseille, France. It is an international multi-stakeholder platform which seeks "to promote awareness, build political commitment and trigger action on critical water issues at all levels, including the highest decision-making level, to facilitate the effi cient conservation, protection, development, planning, management and use of water in all its dimensions on an environmentally sustainable basis for the benefi t of all life on earth." (WWC 2008) . In pursuing its mission, the WWC seeks to facilitate debates and exchanges of experience to establish consensus amongst all stakeholders of the international water community on matters relating to water resources and water services management. To this end, the main initiative undertaken by the WWC is the World Water Forum (WWF), which is a tri-annual global forum for policy and advocacy on water-related matters. Th e WWF is noteworthy in its format as being the fi rst international forum not chaired by the United Nations to include a formal Ministerial Meeting. In this regard, the WWC set a precedent for the degree to which an international forum on water involves the private sector in taking the lead in fostering implementation-oriented support for building administrative capacity, via technical assistance and capacity building. Th e WWC's main technical programmes are led by a consortium of its Founding Members which consists of the International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID); the International Water Resources Association (IWRA); the International Water Supply Association (IWSA); and the World Conservation Union (IUCN) (Abu-Zeid and Lum 1997). Additionally, the WWC functions in close complementarity with the Global Water Partnership (GWP) which was born out of the necessity to coordinate actions for implementing water-related technical assistance programmes sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and World Bank in a coherent framework (Abu-Zeid and Lum 1997). In broad terms, the WWC carries out its functions on a political and policy level with the GWP complementing this through developing and promoting management norms and principles for application at practical implementation level.
II. Origins and Development
From 1940 to the present, there has been a quadrupling of world population and a consequent quintupling of demand for freshwater. Against this backdrop, the management of water development issues arrived at a milestone in 1977 with the Mar del Plata United Nations Conference on Water. Th e Conference, which was held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, set a precedent by being the fi rst intergovernmental conference devoted exclusively to water. Th e Mar del Plata Action Plan arose out of the Conference's Ten Resolutions and recognized the need for improved institutional arrangements for international cooperation in general, and specifi cally for better coordination in the water sector (Mageed and White, 1995) . Th is Action Plan went on to be endorsed by the UN General Assembly and thus accepted by all governments. In follow-up to this, the UN General Assembly went on to proclaim the Declaration of the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade in 1980.
Th e next major water conference was the UN sponsored International Conference on Water and the Environment (ICWE): Development Issues for the 21st Century. Th e ICWE was held in Dublin, Ireland, in January 1992. Th is expert group meeting sought to examine approaches for assessing, developing and managing fresh water resources. During the ICWE, detailed consideration was given to the concept of establishing a mechanism for fi lling the institutional vacuum in coordinating water-related issues on an international level. It was in this context that the formation of a world water forum or council was proposed as a viable means for creating such a coordination mechanism (Cited in Abu-Zeid and Lum, 1997). Th e ICWE experts classifi ed the emerging global water resources as critical. At the ICWE's conclusion, the Conference adopted the Dublin Statement and its accompanying Conference Report. Th e Statement emphasised the defi nite, grave and immediate nature of the emerging international water crisis and stressed the need for immediate and eff ective action. Th e Conference Report enunciated four guiding principles for undertaking such action: (i) Fresh water is a fi nite and vulnerable resource, essential to sustain life, development and the environment; (ii) Water development and management should be based on a participatory approach, involving users, planners and policy-makers at all
